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Global  Seed  Fund  Awards  Granted    
to  Four  New  Projects

By  Betsy  Bridwell

At  the  Lisle  Annual  Meeting  in  Austin  this  No-­
vember,   the   Seed   Grant   Committee   recom-­
mended  funding  for  four  new  projects  involv-­

ing   people   from   Jamaica,   Indonesia,   Burkina   Faso,  
Niger,  and  the  Dominican  Republic,  as  well  as  the  U.S.  
It  was  especially  exciting  for  us   to  see   the   linking  of  
two  previous  awardees  through  a  new  project:  women  
from  Jamaica  (as  a  result  of  the  Computer  Lab  Project  
award  in  2007)  will  go  to  Chicago  to  participate  in  the  
“Expanding  Lives”  program  there.  We  are  also  pleased  
to  support  bringing  young  African-­American  students  
from  Detroit,  as  a  traditionally  underrepresented  group  
in   international   programs,   to  visit   counterparts   in   the  
Dominican  Republic.

Below  is  more  detailed  information  on  the  organi-­
zations  and  the  projects  they  are  organizing.

Burkina  Faso  
Summer  Reading  Camps

“Friends   of  African   Village   Libraries”  
goal  is  to  assist  the  rural  poor  of  Africa  with  
the   creation   of   village   libraries.   Working  
closely  with   the   communities   in  which   the  
libraries   are   established,   FAVL   refurbishes  
community-­donated  buildings,  transforming  
them  into  a  space  to  read  and  study.  Libraries  
are  stocked  with  books  by  local  authors  and  
in  local  languages  to  the  greatest  extent  pos-­
sible.   In   addition,   FAVL   sponsors   librarian  

training  and  provides  for  librarian  salaries,  thereby  em-­
powering   locals  with  skilled  employment.  FAVL  also  
offers  library  programming,  geared  toward  children  in  
an  effort  to  promote  literacy  and  a  reading  culture.  Re-­
cent  FAVL  efforts  have  focused  on  creating  children’s  
books  in  local  languages  and  French.  FAVL  is  the  only  
organization  in  Burkina  Faso  producing  these  sorts  of  
books.  

Approximately  400  primary  school  girls  and  boys  
in  five  villages  in  Southwestern  Burkina  Faso  will  at-­
tend   one-­week   reading   camps   during   the   summer   of  
2010.  These  are  the  only  organized  activities  available  
to  village  children  during  the  summer.  Each  camp  will  
have   approximately   20   students,   2   student   assistants  
who   attended   camp   the   previous   year,   4   local   adult  
camp  counselors,  and  one  or  more  international  camp  
counselors  (typically  American  college  students).

Students  will  have   individual   reading  assistance  
in   camps   and   have   access   to   art,  music   and   physical  

education.   This   is   quite   beneficial   for   stu-­
dents  in  rural  Burkina  Faso  where  class  size  
ranges  from  65-­90  and  reading  is  quite  poor.  
Librarians   have   learned   many   interaction  
skills   during   camps   that   have   since   been  
adopted  as  regular  activities  in  the  libraries.  
Camp  counselors  acquire  experience  and  de-­
velop  leadership  skills,  and  are  more  able  to  
run  future  camps.  Past  camp  participants  are  
encouraged   to   become   camp   counselors   in  
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future  camps  and  to  become  active  reading  mentors  in  
the  libraries.  Older  children  are  encouraged  to  read  to  
younger  siblings  at  home.

Communities  are  more  engaged  in  library  activi-­
ties  and  through  these  camps  are  developing  a  reading  
culture  in  a  country  with  one  of  the  lowest  literacy  rates  
in  the  world.  This  is  the  only  summer  camp  that  these  
rural  children  will  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  attend.  

Lisle   funding   will   enable   us   to   expand   on   the  
work  we  have  been  doing,  offering  camps  for  a   third  
summer.  Because  Burkina  Faso   is  one  of   the  poorest  
countries   in   the   world,   this   project   will   meet   Lisle’s  
goals  and  purposes  of  educating  for  a  global  commu-­
nity.  It  also  presents  opportunities  for  our  international  
visitors   to   interact  with   people   from  a   culture   that   is  
significantly   different   from   their   own   and   to   under-­
stand   issues   facing  underprivileged  youth   in   a  devel-­
oping  country  context.  It  also  affords  children  the  op-­
portunity  to  interact  with  students  from  other  countries,  
giving  them  a  chance  to  understand  the  broader  world  
outside  of  their  rural  villages.  

Our  goal  is  to  inculcate  a  culture  of  learning  and  
exploration  and  to  improve  communication  skills.  We  
want   to  help   children   realize   the   joy  of   learning   in   a  
semi-­structured  atmosphere  that  is  very  unlike  the  rote  
learning  offered  in  schools.  Although  the  American  stu-­
dents  attracted  to  participate  in  summer  reading  camps  
are  already  sensitive  to  global  issues,  they  emerge  from  
their  experiences  even  more  committed  to  working  for  
change.  

Indonesia:  
Beach  Clean-­Up  and  Trash  Jamboree

Next  summer’s  Tompotika  “Pantai  Bersih”  Beach  
Clean-­Up  and  Trash  Jamboree  is  an  effort  to  address  a  
thorny  and  unpleasant  environmental  problem  in  a  sub-­
stantive  but   lighthearted  way.  Sponsored  by   the  Alli-­
ance  for  Tompotika  Conservation,  or  “AlTo”  for  short,  
mentored  by  long-­time  Lisler,  Judy  Brown,  and  based  
in  AlTo’s   project   area   in   the  Tompotika   peninsula   of  
Sulawesi,  Indonesia,  the  project  will  combine  a  hands-­
on  effort  to  clean  up  trash  along  badly-­littered  beaches  
and  inland  areas  with  a  high-­spirited,  cooperative  out-­
reach  effort  to  encourage  a  new  and  better  way  of  man-­
aging  waste  in  the  region.    

In   this   project,   8-­10   AlTo   Eco-­Service   travel-­
ers   from  abroad  will   spend   two  weeks   traveling  on  a  
“Trash  Bus”  from  village  to  village  within  Tompotika.  
The  group  will  begin  the  Jamboree  in  Luwuk,  the  gate-­
way  city  to  Tompotika,  where  a  kick-­off  event  will  be  
held  and  there  will  certainly  be  lots  of  media  attention,  
given   the  novelty  of   international   travelers  coming   to  
pick  up  trash!  Then  the  group  will  board  the  Trash  Bus,  
making  a  tour  of  coastal  villages.  At  selected  villages,  
the   group  will   stop   and   join  with   a   locally-­organized  
team  from  that  village  to  spend  the  day  picking  up  all  
visible  trash,  focusing  first  on  the  beaches  but  also  in-­
land  in  dwelling  areas,  in  a  cooperative  “Pantai  Bersih”  
(Clean  Beach)  effort.  

The   trash   collected   will   be   bagged,   inventoried  
according  to  international  Marine  Plastics  Debris  pro-­
tocols,  and  properly  disposed  of.  To  end  the  day,  there  
will  be  an  open  gathering  for  all  villagers  and  visitors  
with  food,  skits—featuring  animal  costumes  and  light-­
hearted  dramas  illustrating  the  effect  of  trash  on  wild-­
life—and   more   community-­building   and   awareness  
activities,  underscoring  the  sense  of  celebration  for  the  
event.  Trash  receptacles  will  also  be  provided  to  remain  
in  each  village.

These   efforts   are   aimed   at   raising   awareness   of  
the  tremendous  problem  of  improper  trash  disposal  and  
marine  plastic  pollution,  and  at  encouraging  new  habits  
of  proper  waste  disposal  to  benefit  people,  wildlife,  and  
the  environment.  After   the  Trash  Jamboree,  when   the  
visitors  have  left,  AlTo’s  local  staff  will  follow  up  with  

(Cont’d  on  next  page

Villagers  at  a  typical  Tompotika  coastal  village,  
where  beach  clean-­ups  will  be  held

(Photo:  Suzanna  Leigh)
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commonality  of  an  African  bloodline.  The  purpose  of  
this  project  is  to  establish  a  global  intercultural  connec-­
tion  among  children  of  African  decent.  As  our  world  
and  communities  become  more  culturally  diverse  it  is  
important   that   children   of   different   cultures   have   the  
opportunity  to  come  together  and  bridge  cultural  gaps.  
Through   this   experience   each   child   will   develop   a  
positive  sense  of  self-­concept,  and  acquire  the  skills  of  
cultural  awareness  and  diversity.  We  have  established  
communication  with  a   local  school   in   the  Dominican  
Republic  and  want   to  allow  the  children  the  opportu-­
nity  to  meet  face-­to-­face.  

Due   to   the   economic   downturn   in   the   United  
States  and  the  decrease  in  tourist  travel  to  the  Domini-­
can  Republic,   there  are  economic   issues  as  well.  The  
school  officials  have  informed  us  that  they  are  in  dire  
need  of  school  supplies  and  clothing  for  the  children.  
To   meet   this   need   we   are   currently   collecting   items  
through  clothing  and   school   supply  drives  within   the  
Detroit  community.  

A  total  of  30  people,  including  students  and  par-­
ents,  will  travel  to  the  D.R.  in  February,  during  Winter  
break,   so   that   the  participating  children  will  not  miss  
any  scheduled/required  school  days.  Goals  for  the  pro-­
gram   are   that   both   students   and   parents  will   become  
more  aware  of  the  importance  of  global  community  and  
will  establish  friendships  and  lifelong  communication  
networks.  Students  will  have  the  opportunity  to  use  and  
develop  bi-­lingual  skills,  and  learn  respect  for  cultural,  
racial,  political  and  religious  differences.  Parents  will  
hopefully  realize  the  value  of  children  knowing  more  
than  one  language  and  be  able  to  nurture  the  relation-­
ships  that  the  children  establish  abroad.

We  as  educators  and  parents  to  this  group  of  stu-­
dents  want  nothing  more  than  to  see  our  children  have  
the  opportunity  to  contribute  to  the  unification  of  global  
community  and  at  the  same  time  gain  the  skills  needed  
to  become  productive  human  beings  who   respect   life  
and  all  of  its  wonders  and  differences.     In   order   to  
make   this   trip  a   reality,   the  children  have  put   in  hard  
work,  by  actively  holding  weekly  fundraisers   in   their  
school  and  individually  within  the  Detroit  community  
and  have  managed  to  raise  nearly  $3000.

This   grant   from   Lisle   will   ensure   that   both   the  
children  here  and  abroad  can  get   the  most  out  of   this  
experience  and  at  the  same  time  flourish  academically  

these  villages  on  an  ongoing  basis,  checking  back  with  
schools  and  village  leaders  on  how  the  new  waste  dis-­
posal  regime  is  going,  trouble-­shooting,  and  supporting  
positive  change  so  that  the  effort  is  not  simply  a  one-­
time  clean-­up.

This   project   is   part   of   AlTo’s   other   efforts   to  
promote   nature   conservation   and   sustainable   living,  
which   includes   projects   for   endangered   Maleo   birds  
and  sea  turtles,  a  new  rainforest  preserve,  and  an  ongo-­
ing  Conservation  Awareness  Campaign.  In  addition  to  
the  Trash  Jamboree,  the  eco-­service  travelers  will  have  
the  opportunity   to  view  unique  and  endangered  wild-­
life,   snorkel   the  world’s   richest   coral   reefs,   and   visit  
informally   with   local   villagers.   Lislers   interested   in  
joining  the  group  should  contact  AlTo  Director  Marcy  
Summers  for  more  information:  The  Alliance  for  Tom-­
potika   Conservation,   21416   -­   86th  Ave   SW,  Vashon,  
WA  98070  USA;;  tel/fax:  +1-­206-­463-­7720.  View  their  
website  at:  <www.tompotika.org>.

Detroit,  USA  and  Dominican  Republic:  
Bridging  Cultures  of  African  Descent

This   project   is   designed   to   establish   a   global  
cultural   connection   between   children   from   Detroit,  
Michigan  and  Punta  Cana,  Dominican  Republic.  Third  
and   fourth   grade   students   will   travel   to   the   Domini-­
can  Republic  to  visit  their  pen  pals  at  the  Punta  Cana  
Educational  Center  and  exchange  cultural  experiences  
through   language,   food,  dance/music  and  art.  African  
Americans  and  Dominican  Republicans  both  share  the  

Previous  AlTo  Eco-­service  travelers  with  villagers  
after  a  project’s  completion.  

(Cont’d  on  next  page
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and  socially.  In  2011,  we  are  sponsoring  a  trip  for  the  
children   of   the  Dominican  Republic   to   travel   to  De-­
troit,  to  gain  first  hand  experience  of  the  U.S.  culture.  
Through  our  communication  we  have  already  begun  to  
exchange  educational  ideas  and  support,  and  share  our  
cultures  through  not  only  language,  but  art,  family,  re-­
ligion  and  politics.

Jamaica:  
Cultural  &  Educational  Exchange  Program

This  project  will  link  two  prior  Lisle  Seed  Grant  
awardees  (Expanding  Lives  and  Jamaica  Service  Proj-­
ect)   through   an   interactive   educational   and   cultural  
program   that  will   be  held   in  Chicago,   Illinois   during  
July  2010.  The  goals  of  the  program  will  be  to  provide  
women   from   Jamaica   a   chance   to   experience   leader-­
ship,   educational   and   cultural   interaction   with   “Ex-­
panding   Lives”   participants   from  Niger,  West  Africa  
and   local  high  school   students  and  community  mem-­
bers  through  joint  experiences  in  language,  technology,  
music,  art  and  various  other  experiences.  

The  Hanover  Parish  Development  Council  devel-­
ops  opportunities  for   the  local  community.  A  primary  
objective   is   to   bring   unique   experiences   to   the   com-­
munity  and  to  provide  reinforcement  for  the  education  
of  community  members  who  might  not  otherwise  have  
opportunities  to  link  the  Hanover  community  with  the  
world.   The   focus   is   on   women   from   the   parish,   and  
since  the  goal  of  this  project  is  to  empower  these  young  
women   to   be   leaders   and   role  models   in   their   home  
communities,   the  people  impacted  by  the  project  will  
be  much  broader.  

In  addition,  because  they  will  live  with  American  
host   families  who  have  younger  children  and  partici-­
pate  in  social  activities  and  discussions  with  American  
high  school  and  university  students,   they  also   impact  
American  understanding  of  African  and  Caribbean  is-­
sues.

Three   young   women   from   different   communi-­
ties  in  Hanover  parish  will  be  invited  to  participate  in  
the   program.   “Expanding  Lives”   conferences   last   for  
six  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  middle  of  
August.  The  HPDC  participation  portion  of   this  proj-­
ect  will  last  two  weeks.  Prior  to  travel  to  the  US,  par-­
ticipants  will  work  with  the  “Jamaica  Service  Project”  

members  and  leaders  in  preparation  and  orientation.  
Those  who  participate  in  Expanding  Lives’  con-­

ferences   will   have   a   better   chance   of   finishing   their  
formal  education  and  help  other  girls  to  continue  their  
education.  They  will  better  be  able  to  make  confident  
decisions  to  affect  positive  career  and  personal  choices  
and,   through  community  development   activities,   lead  
others  to  do  the  same.  
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Marty  Tillman,  Lisle’s  Board  President

President’s  Report
By  Marty  Tillman

We  have  had  a  good  year  and  Lisle  remains  fis-­
cally  sound  despite  the  downturn,  largely  be-­
cause  we  continue  to  focus  on  keeping  to  our  

budget   goals,   holding   down   administrative   costs,   and  
above  all,  spending  only  what  is  feasible  to  support  our  
core  program—the  Global  Seed  Grant  Fund.

The  Board  continues  to  retain  members  who  carry  
out  all  required  governance  tasks  effectively.  Especially  
critical   is   the  continued   leadership  of  Barbara  Bratton,  
who  as  Treasurer  monitors  our  modest  assets  and  chairs  
the  Finance  Committee.   I’d   like   to   pay   special   tribute  
to  the  important  contribution  of  outgoing  member,  Beth  
Bader.   Beth   has   been   instrumental   in   creating   a   solid  
framework  for  us  to  review  and  screen  Seed  Grant  pro-­
posals.  Her  professionalism  and  good  judgment  has  en-­
abled  the  Seed  Grant  Review  Committee  to  conduct  its  
work  with  objectivity  and  to  therefore  present  the  Board  
with  carefully  considered  recommendations  each  Fall  at  
the  Annual  Meeting.  

We  have   seen   the   continued   success  of   the  Seed  
Grant  Fund  as  evaluations  and  final  reports  of  the  2008  
grants   have   come   in.  The  2009  proposals  were   evalu-­
ated  by  the  Review  Committee.  For  each  of  the  past  five  
years,  we’ve  received  evidence  of  how  our  modest  grant  
support  has  made  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  hundreds  
of  people  in  communities  around  the  world.  We  should  
be  proud  that  we’re  celebrating  the  fifth  award  season  at  
this  Annual  Meeting!  

The  Board  must  move  ahead  to  develop  a  working  
plan  to  remain  engaged  with  Seed  Grant  organizations  
and  their  leaders  in  coming  years.  This  is  an  important  
challenge   as  we  need   to   create  opportunities   for   these  
organizations  and  the  people  they  serve  to  see  Lisle  as  
a  partner  in  their  good  works  for  years  to  come.  Since  
we’re  no  longer  conducting  intercultural  programs,  the  
Board  is  actively  addressing  the  issue  of  who  is  a  “mem-­
ber”  of  Lisle.  

After   being   President   for   many   years,   I’ve   an-­
nounced  my  decision  to  step  down  in  2010.  All  of  us  are  
really  pleased  with  the  Board’s  decision  to  elect  Smita  
Patel  as  our  new  President;;  she  will  take  office  as  of  the  
fall  Annual  Membership  meeting.  Smita   brings   a   new  

perspective  to  leadership  because  she  became  aware  of  
Lisle   through   her  work  with   the  Mountain   Children’s  
Fund  which  received  an  early  Seed  Grant.  She  will  do  
a  great  job!

It’s  been  a  privilege  for  me  to  serve  as  Board  Presi-­
dent  through  the  time  of  transition  after  we  decided  to  
suspend   offering   summer   programs   and   to   create   the  
Global  Seed  Fund.  I’m  proud  of  how  the  Board  carefully  
and  sensitively  worked  through  this  momentous  change  
of  direction.   I   fully  believe   that   the  Global  Seed  Fund  
is  Lisle’s  future.  We  have  created  a  credible  process  for  
soliciting  proposals,   identifying  Lislers  as  Mentors   for  
each  proposal  and  working  with  grantees   to   follow  up  
on  their  projects.  Much  credit  must  go  to  Mark  Kinney,  
who  has  been  outstanding  support  for  with  each  propos-­
al  writer.  Given  the  special  ties  and  relationships  which  
Mark  and  I  each  have  with  Lisle,  with  the  Baldwins  and  
with  so  many  Lislers,  it’s  been  great  to  work  with  him.  
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Mark  Kinney,  Lisle’s  Executive  Director

Executive  Director’s  
Report
By  Mark  Kinney

Lisle   continues   as   a   vibrant   organization   con-­
tributing   to   global   understanding   in   a   rapidly  
changing  world.  The  board  of  directors  is  suc-­

ceeding   in  attracting  new  members  and  slowly   trans-­
forming  itself  into  an  energetic  and  diverse  group.  

During   our   73rd   year  Annual   Meeting,   held   in  
Austin  TX,  a  small  and  lively  group  met  and  discussed  
current  and  future  plans  for  Lisle.   It  was  great   to  see  
Andy  and  Susa  Nahmias  and  others.  We  were  generous-­
ly  hosted  by  our  Treasurer,  Barbara  Bratton  and  Lane  
Winnett.   I   am   certain   that  most   of   us   left  with  more  
weight  than  when  we  arrived–the  food  was  great!!  Dur-­
ing  the  weekend,  several  board  members  did  a  presen-­
tation  at  Southwestern  University  to  explain  about  the  
Global  Seed  Grant  process.  This  was  received  well  by  
the  leaders.  We  hope  this  presentation  will  be  the  first  
of  several  at  diverse  sites  in  the  future,  and  will  lead  to  
future  grant  activity.

Our  Global  Seed  Grants  are  continuing  to  impact  
many  individuals  and  organizations.  We  are  continuing  
to   increase   the   effectiveness   of   our   process  manage-­
ment  and  are  working  to  expand  our  outreach  to  more  
Lisle  mentors,   and   to   be   able   to   give  more   grants   in  
the  future.  It  is  amazing  that  we  have  already  awarded  
19  grants.  New  this  year  has  been  the  introduction  of  
an  on-­line  application,  making  attracting  and  managing  
grants  easier.  During  the  past  five  years  we  have  seen  
several  Lislers  become  more  active  because  of  mentor-­
ing.  We  hope  to  engage  others  in  this  way  in  the  future.  
As  a  committee  we  have  streamlined  our  process  and  
have   begun   to   use   blog   technology   in   our   decision-­
making.

The  Lisle  webpage  continues  to  provide  a  tremen-­
dous  amount  of  material;;  information  about  upcoming  
meetings,  current  and  past  grants,  current  board  mem-­
bers,   copies   of   Interaction,   donor   materials,   an   ar-­
chived  materials  listing,  as  well  as  directions  for  send-­
ing  materials  to  the  archive,  and  much,  much  more.  Do  
take  a  look  at  <www.lisleinternational.org>.  Our  new  

blog  links  provide  a  window  to  the  activities  which  are  
being  done  in  Jamaica.  

Lisle   continues   to   be   financially   stable   even  
through   the   past   year’s   turmoil.  We   thank   all   of   you  
who  have  helped  us  maintain  our  ability  to  give  grants.  
Through   the   income   from   our   assets   and   donors,  we  
gave   $12,000   this   year.   This   fiscal  management   is   a  
great   tribute   to   our  Treasurer’s   efforts,  Barbara  Brat-­
ton.  At  the  same  time  we  should  acknowledge  that  the  
communications  asking  for  donations  were  not  sent  out  
at  the  usual  times  this  past  year.  We  have  taken  steps  to  
get  back  on  schedule.  

Interaction  continues  to  be  a  lifeline  in  our  com-­
munication  with  Lisle  alumni.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  
Elise  Kimmons  and  Dianne  Brause  this  publication  has  
gotten  better.  Many  Lislers  love  to  find  out  about  oth-­
ers.  I  encourage  you  to  send  information  for  inclusion  
in   the   next   Interaction.  The   color   photos   in   the  web  
version  are  a  new  addition.

We  have  begun  a  systematic  process  of  contacting  
Lislers  and  attempting  to  re-­connect  with  lost  Lislers.  
Dianne  Brause  is  doing  telephone  work  and  other  board  
members  and  friends  are  beginning  to  work  to  strength-­
en  our  alumni  list.  In  this  regard,  please  do  send  us  your  
email   address   information   so   that  we   can   send  occa-­
sional  notices  about  Lisle.      Mark
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Lisle’s  2009  Annual  Meeting
By  Barb  and  Lori  Bratton

The  weather  could  not  have  been  more  coopera-­
tive  for  under-­the-­tree  meetings,  banquets  under  
the   stars   and   singing  around   the  campfire.  We  

wish  you  all   could  have   joined  Marty  Tillman,  Mark  
Kinney,  Barb  Bratton,  Jon  Findley,  Lori  Bratton,  Smita  
Patel,   James   Burke,   Dianne   Brause,   Betsy   Bridwell,  
Walt  Ligon,  Betty  Ligon,  Ann  Groves,  Nancy  Kinney,  
Lane  Winnett,  Andy  &  Susa  Nahmias,  Trish  Haas  and  
Rebecca   Ohnemus   for   the  Annual   meeting   and   Fall  
Board  meeting  at  Barbara’s  home  in  the  country.    Other  
Bratton  clans-­members  were  Chris,  Stephanie,  Scott  
&  Sean.  We  were  able  to  feed  20  and  sleep  14  in  Lisle  
fashion  of  cooperation,  pitching  in  and  “making  do.”

Alumni   present   at   the   annual  meeting   voted   on  
new  three-­year  terms  for  renewing  board  members  Di-­
anne  Brause,  Bill  Kinney,  and  Finn  Hornum.  Marty  an-­
nounced  that  2009/2010  would  be  an  officer  transition  
year  with   existing   officers   (Marty  Tillman,   President  
and  Jon  Findley,  Vice  President)  mentoring  2010/2011  
nominees  Smita  Patel  for  President  and  Bill  Kinney  for  
Vice  President.  Lori  Bratton  was  elected  as  Secretary  
and  Barbara  Bratton,  Treasurer  of  the  2009/2010  Board  
of  Directors.

The   primary   business   of   the   fall   meeting   was  
the   report   from   the  Seed  Grant  Committee,   receiving  
recommendations   for  grants,  and  voting   to  award   the  
2009/2010   grants.   This   year   we   awarded   $11,800   in  
grants   to   the  AITO  Tompotika  Beach  Clean  Up  Pro-­
gram   (Indonesia),   Jamaica   Hanover   Parish   Develop-­
ment  (Jamaica),  the  Detroit  Schools  Reading  Program  
(Detroit  and  the  Dominican  Republic),  and  the  Burkina  
Faso  Reading  Camps   (Africa).  Details   about   each   of  
these  programs  can  be  found  in  the  accompanying  Seed  
Grant  article.

Meetings  for   the  future  are  projected   to  be  Chi-­
cago:  May  1-­3,  2010,  Phoenix:  November  5-­7,  2010,  
Chicago:  May  6-­8,  2011,  and  Washington  DC:  fall  of  
2011.  

There’s  nothing  like  a  Texan  afternoon  in  the  fall:  
warm  sun,  soft  air,  relaxing  under  the  welcoming  shade  
of  a  cottonwood...  Lislers  sure  know  how  to  work  hard!  

Many  thanks  once  again  to  Barbara  Bratton  and  her  family  for  
opening  up  their  lovely  country  home  and  hearth  to  all  attendees.  

Doing  so  created  a  sense  of  community  for  all!

Buddy,  our  mascot  for  this  year’s  Annual  Meeting,  
gives  Lori  Bratton  an  enthusiastic  Hi-­5!
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Ligon  Award  to  Marty  Tillman
By  Mark  and  Nancy  Kinney

The  Board  of  Directors  awarded  the  2009  Ligon  
Service   award   to   Board   President   Marty   Till-­
man  at  the  Annual  Meeting.    Offering  deeply  felt  

thanks   and   congratulations,   Executive   Director  Mark  
Kinney   presented   the   award   for  Marty’s   many   years  
of  service.    The  group  was  reminded  of  Marty’s  early  
work  with  Uncle  Si  as  Executive  Director  in  the  1970’s  
and   early   ‘80’s,   which   included   starting   several   pro-­
grammatic  initiatives,  especially  in  India  and  in  Alaska.    
Mark  also  mentioned  his  coming  back  to  the  board  of  
directors  and  taking  on  the  Presidency.  

Lisle  is  so  fortunate  that  Marty’s  position  at  Johns  
Hopkins  University’s  School  of  Advanced  International  
Studies  keeps  him  active  and  current  in  the  “business”  
of  Lisle  and  allows  the  organization  to  benefit  from  his  
specialty  and  his   support   for   innovation.     During   this  
time  period,  Marty  has  been  very  instrumental  in  guid-­
ing  the  organization  into  the  Global  Seed  Grant  process,  
recommending  projects  for  seed  grants,  and  attracting  
new  board  members  to  take  on  the  new  tasks  required  
of  grant  management.    The  Board  thanks  Marty  for  his  
strong   leadership   and   looks   forward   to   continuing   to  
learn  from  his  expertise.  

Marty,  flanked  by  Walt  and  Betty,  
holds  the  plaque:  a  well-­earned  award!

Jon  Findley  and  James  Burke  work  computer  magic.

Lane  Winnet  is  surprised  and  happy  to  receive    
our  appreciation  for  her  wonderful  food    
and  gracious  hostessing  at  the  meeting.

Our  presentation  at  Southwestern  provided  thoughtful  
discussions  and  helpful  feedback.
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Lisle Business News

Treasurer’s  Report
By  Barbara  Bratton

We’re  coming  back  from  the  financial  brink!  
The   Finance   Committee,   with   Board   ap-­
proval,  chose  to  “sit  tight”  during  the  recent  

stock  market  crash  and  our  investments  are  pulling  out  
of  the  doldrums.  In  March,  2008  we  were  at  a  high  of  
$209,227.   In  March,  2009  we  hit  a   low  of  $148,893.  
This  was  a  28%  drop  in  investment  value  and  a  huge  
concern.   As   of   10/31/09,   we   are   back   to   $171,936  
which   is   just   a  17%  drop   from  our  high  mark,   and  a  
15%  increase  in  fair  market  value  since  March,  2009.  

It  is  the  intent  of  the  Board  to  apply  100%  of  the  
membership  dues  towards  the  Global  Seed  Fund  Grants  
and  use  the  return  on  our  investments  to  run  the  busi-­
ness.  “Running  the  business”  includes  Interaction  and  
other  mailings,  property  tax  on  the  New  York  Land,  of-­
fice  costs  and  telephone  services.  Because  membership  
dues  were  down  in  2008/2009,  we  allocated  $2,700  of  
previous  collected,  but  unspent,  members’  dues  in  or-­
der  to  grant  the  full  $12,000  in  2009.

Our  budget  for  2010  is  anticipating  an  up-­tick  in  
membership  dues  and  gifts  as  the  economy  and  stock  
market   recovers.  We   sent   a  membership   letter   out   in  
September   2009   and   another   in   December   2009.   I  
apologize  for  any  confusion—but  the  September  2009  
letter  was  the  final  request  for  funds  for  the  2009  fiscal  
year.  The  letter  and  membership  form  you  received  in  
December  is  the  1st  of  three  letters  for  2010.  We  hope  
everyone  will  be  able  to  dig  a  little  deeper  this  year  and  
bring  us  back  to  the  $11,800  grant  amount  needed

Thanks  to  all  for  your  continued  support!  

The  Southwestern  Connection
By  Barbara  Bratton

Walt  Ligon,  NY  ‘48;;  Suzanne  Vogel,  CT  ‘48;;  
Annanelle  Hardt,  CO  ‘46;;  David  Shaw,  CO  
‘48;;  Wallace  Cayard  NY  ‘48;;  and  Lori  Brat-­

ton,   Costa  Rica   ’98.  Within   this   group   is   a   common  
thread   beyond   their   membership   in   Lisle.   They   are  
all  alumnus  of  Southwestern  University,  Georgetown,  
Texas.  

Southwestern  is  small,  liberal  arts  college  in  cen-­
tral  Texas,  30  miles  north  of  Austin.  It  was  chosen  for  
our   first   recruiting   presentation   because   the   Annual  
Meeting  was  held  at  Barb  Bratton’s  (treasurer)  home  in  
Leander,  TX,  and  because  Lori  Bratton  (secretary)  was  
a  recent  alumna  of  Southwestern.  As  we  attended  the  
presentation,  it  became  apparent  how  deep  the  connec-­
tion  is  with  this  college.

The   Bratton   family   has   deep   roots   with   South-­
western.  Lori’s  great-­grandfather,  Fred  Brucks,  attend-­
ed   and   graduated   from  Southwestern   in   1924;;   Lori’s  
grandparents,  Nettie  Ruth  Bratton  and  Morris  Bratton  
graduated  in  1948  and  1947  respectively  followed  by  
her   brother   Chris   (1998)   and   sister-­in-­law   Stephanie  
(1999)   and   finally,   herself   in   2001.  Beyond   this   per-­
sonal  history,  Walt,  Suzanne,  David  and  Wallace  were  
all   attending   Southwestern   when  Annanelle   Hardt   (a  
Southwestern  Outstanding  Alumna)  recruited  them  for  
their  first  Lisle  programs  in  1948.

It  was  fun  for  the  Lisle  Board  to  walk  through  the  
campus  on  a  beautiful  fall  day  and  visit  with  Professor  
David  Gaines  about  reintroducing  Lisle  to  the  students  
of  Southwestern  through  David,  Sue  and  Suzy,  who  at-­
tended  our  presentation.  They  have  great  
interest  in  learning  more  about  Lisle  and  
the   Global   Seed   Fund,   and   Barb   and  
Lori   Bratton   hope   to   brainstorm   pos-­
sible  future  collaborations  between  their  
“Paedeia  Program”  and  our  “Global  See  
Grants.”  Many   thanks   to  Southwestern  
for  hosting  the  presentation!  

Lori  Bratton,  as  the  most  recent  
Lisle  Southwestern  alumnus,  takes  
the  lead  in  our  presentation.
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Outreach:  Touching  others
By  Dianne  Brause

I  have  continued  to  enjoy  my  task  of  tracking  down  Lislers  from  our  database  in  order  to  insure  accu-­
racy  and  make  on-­going  contact  with  people  who  

have  been  involved    during  any  of  the  almost  75  years  
since  Lisle’s  inception.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  have  
a  heartfelt   talk  with   someone   reminiscing  about   their  
growth  and  learning  at  a  Lisle  Unit  back  in  ‘42  or  ’89  or  
’00  or  even  at  a  reunion  or  a  trip  to  visit  one  of  our  cur-­
rent  projects  in  India  or  Jamaica!  Almost  always,  I  hear  
about  life  changes  that  have  stuck  over  time  and  I  am  
utterly  amazed  at  what  Uncle  Si  and  Aunt  Edna  set  in  
motion  so  many  years  ago–and  how  those  ripples  have  
circled  the  globe  over  and  over!  Clearly,  Lislers  have  
made  a  profound  and  positive  impact  on  the  planet  and  
continue  to  do  so,  day  by  day.  

Although   my   father   passed   away   on   Dec.   17th,  
2009,  and  my  mother  is  now  in  a  near-­by  assisted  care  
facility  after  a  fall  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  I  expect  to  be  
here  in  Ohio  for  the  foreseeable  future,  so  please  con-­
tact  me  at:  <diannebrause@gmail.com.,  419-­562-­6148,  
or  PO  Box  38,  Sulphur  Springs,  OH  44881  if  you  have  
any   news,   additions   (of   an   email   address)   or   correc-­
tions  to  the  information  we  have  in  the  database  about  
you,  or  if  you  are  looking  for  a  lost  Lisle  friend  that  you  
knew  way  back  when.  I  will  be  happy  to  talk  with  you  
or  get  back  to  you,  if  you  leave  a  clear  message  on  my  
machine.

And  thanks  to  every  one  of  you  who  has  chosen  
to  continue  to  contribute  to  Lisle  with  your  money  (no  
matter  how  little),  time,  energy  and  emotional  support.  
Bless  you  in  this  New  Year  and  decade.  And  let  us  keep  
Lisle  and  its  Global  Seed  Fund  recipients  in  our  hearts  
and  prayers,  as  well  as  the  people  in  Haiti  and  around  
the  world  currently  facing  hardship  and  devastation.  

Thank  You  All   for   your   continuing  work   in   the  
world!  

A  Very  Big  Birthday  in  2011!
By  Marty  Tillman

You  guessed   it…it’s  Us!   Lisle  will   turn   75   in  
2011  (if  you  perhaps  forgot  our  founding  year,  
it  was  1936).  It’s  not  far  off  and  so  we  should  

begin   to  brainstorm  how   to   celebrate   throughout   that  
year.  Who  among  our  readers  is  75?  Who  participated  
in   “units”—as   our   early   intercultural   programs   were  
called—during   our   first   decade?  Who   can   contribute  
$75   to   support   our   current  work?  Could  we   hold   75  
local   parties   around   the   world?   Send   me   your   ideas  
at  <mjtillman47@aol.com>  and  we  can  publish   them  
in  the  next  Interaction  and  discuss  them  at  the  Spring  
Board  meeting  in  Chicago.  Or  if  you’re  not  online,  send  
them  to  the  main  office  in  Leander  and  mark  “Lisle  at  
75”  on  the  envelope.

How  many  other  non  profits  have  been  around  75  
or  more  years  in  the  U.S.?  I  just  heard  on  NPR  that  the  
Boy  Scouts  turns  100  this  year;;  I  directed  the  YMCA  
of  the  U.S.  and  its  International  Student  Service  when  it  
turned  75  several  decades  ago  [although  now  defunct].  
Send  me  your  list  so  we  can  see  whom  our  sister  orga-­
nizations  are  that  were  founded  early  in  the  20th  cen-­
tury.

Like  human  beings,  organizations  pass  through  dif-­
ferent  stages  of  life—and  Lisle  is  well  into  its  “mature”  
phase.  We’re  still  going  strong,  taking  our  vitamins,  and  
feeling  vital:  we  have  a  lot  more  to  contribute  to  making  
the  world  a  better  place.  Let’s  celebrate  that  together!  



 Page 12 Lisle Interaction

Lisle Grant News

Lisle’s  2010  Global  Seed  Grant  Cycle  
By  Mark  Kinney  

The  Lisle   board   is   excited   to   announce   for   the  
seventh   year,   a   request   for   proposals   for   the  
Lisle  Global   Seed  Grants.  This   year   grant   cy-­

cle  will   remain   substantially   the   same;;  grant  applica-­
tions  for  2010  to  be  available  beginning  in  June,  either  
through  the  Lisle  office  or  from  the  Lisle  webpage.  Ap-­
plications  need  to  be  submitted  by  the  1st  of  Septem-­
ber,  with  awards  being  announced  during   the  Annual  
Meeting  in  the  fall.  The  next  Global  Seed  Fund  grant  
cycle  for  projects  will  be  from  November  1,  2010–  Oc-­
tober  31,  2011.

Grants  are  available  to  agencies  that  work  to  cre-­
ate  global-­mindedness.  The  one  year  grants  are  made  
for   between   $500–$3000,   to   organizations   to   assist  
them  in  developing  or  expanding  their  efforts.  Grants  
are   evaluated   in   terms   of   how  well   their   project   ful-­
fills   the   goals  which  Lisle   seeks   to   foster,   how   clear  
the  goals  and  objectives  are,  how  concretely  the  activi-­
ties  of  the  project  are  spelled  out,  how  completely  and  
clearly   the   budget   is   described,   the   adequacy   of   the  
evaluation,  and  how  plausible  the  follow  up  activities  
are.  Lisle  is  interested  in  projects  which  impact  many  
individuals  at  a  deep  level  and  which  are  designed  to  
be  repeatable  after  the  Lisle  grant  has  been  completed.

Since  the  first  year,  Lisle  has  awarded  23  grants,  
many  of  which  have  created   long   term  social  change  
and  have  assisted  organizations  to  access  additional  re-­
sources  to  do  their  work.    So,  how  does  the  Board  make  
its  decisions  regarding  grant  awards?  

The  Board  has  a  Grants  Committee  which  is  re-­
sponsible  for  managing  the  process.  A  sub-­committee  
reads  and  rates  each  grant  application.    First,  after  sub-­
mission,  Mark  Kinney   is   in   communication  with   the  
lead  contact  person  for  each  proposal  to  insure  that  all  
questions  have  been  fully  answered.  Once  a  proposal  
is  deemed  complete  it  is  posted  so  all  committee  mem-­
bers   can   read   it.   If   there   are   questions,   the   applicant  
is  provided  an  opportunity  to  clarify  their  answers  and  
more   fully   explain   any   aspect   of   their   proposal.  The  
committee  members   then   rate   each  proposal   and  dis-­
cuss   each   application   using   a   very   professional   scor-­
ing  procedure.  We  work  hard  to  create  a  dialogue  with  
each  applicant  to  be  certain  we  fully  understand  their  
intent  and  need  for  Lisle  funding.  Finally,  the  commit-­
tee  makes  a  recommendation  to  the  board  which  deter-­
mines  the  grant  awards  at  the  fall  board  meeting.

All  grant  materials  are  available  at  any  time  on  the  
Lisle   webpage   at   <www.lisleinternational.org/grants.
shtml>.  The  revised  2010  grant  cycle  materials  will  be  
available  on  or  about  June  1st,  but  the  2009  materials  
are  currently  available  and  will  give  a  comprehensive  
view   of  what   is   expected.  You  will   find   information  
about   the   grant   cycle,   the   application   form,   the   bud-­
get  form,  the  evaluation  criteria,  and  the  description  of  
the  Lisle  mentor   role,  which   is  crucial   to   the  success  
of  any  proposal.  Should  you  have  any  questions  about  
this  grant  cycle,  please  contact  Mark  Kinney  at  <mark.
kinney@utoledo.edu>  or  call  him  at:  989-­595-­3667.  

New  Year’s  Greetings  from  Aditi  and  the  Mountain  Children’s  Forum!
Dear  Lislers,
The  MCF  team  joins  me  in  wishing  you  Happy  Holidays,  Merry  Christmas  and  A  

Happy  and  Joyous  New  Year.  You  all  have  always  inspired  us  to  reach  higher  and  higher  
and  to  reach  more  and  more  children  sharing  with  them  a  dream  of  a  better  world  in  which  
they  all  have  a  role  to  Play.  Thank  you  for  your  faith  in  and  support  to  the  MCF  and  the  
Children  of  the  mountains.

PS:  The  Hindi  in  the  card  reads  “May  the  new  year  be  full  of  the  bright  and  beautiful  
colours  of  the  rainbow”  
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Lisle  Mentoring  –  Learning  by  Helping:
Become  a  Seed  Grant  Mentor  and  Help  a  Great  Idea  Get  Off  the  Ground

By  James  Burke

The  Lisle  Seed  Grant  Program  provides  a  unique  
opportunity  for  Lisle  to  continue  its  tradition  of  
intercultural  interaction  and  broadening  the  idea  

of  a  global  community  by  helping  small  organizations  
promote   those   values   in   their   own   work.   Lisle   Seed  
Grants   are   a   great   way   for   small   organizations   with  
good  ideas  to  get  the  initial  help  needed  to  start  chang-­
ing  lives.  Though  these  grants  may  seem  small  (usually  
$500  to  $3,000),  they  can  make  a  huge  difference  to  an  
organization  struggling  to  get  started,  as  evidenced  by  
the  impact  Lisle  grants  have  had  on  the  Jamaican  Com-­
puter  Lab  project  and  the  Mountain  Children’s  Forum  
in  India.  In  both  cases,  a  Lisle  grant  provided  a  launch  
pad  and  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  what  they  could  
do.  

Having  a  good  mentor,  though,  can  make  all  the  
difference.  As   former   recipients   of   a   Seed  Grant   we  
felt   it  was   important   to   pass   on   the   guidance  we   re-­
ceived  during  the  application  process  to  others  wishing  
to  pursue  assistance  for  their  projects.  Lisle  has  some  
very   specific   goals   for   potential   Seed  Grant   requests  
and  who  else  but  a  Lisler  can  make  sure  that  a  project  
is   focused   towards  meeting   those  objectives?  Quite  a  
few  grant  requests  are  denied  for  multiple  reasons  but  
a  major  obstacle   is   lack  of   a  Lisle  mentor   associated  
with  the  project.  You  could  be  the  difference  for  a  small  
organization  with  big  ideas.  

The  Jamaican  Computer  Lab  has  blossomed  since  
receiving  the  Seed  Grant.  In  addition  to  the  money  re-­
ceived,  the  program  was  blessed  to  have  the  guidance  
of  Board  Member  Bill  Kinney  who  helped  integrate  a  
Lisle  experience  for  the  students  and  teachers  involved  
with  the  program.  This  cultural  education  recommen-­
dation  not  only  assisted  in  meeting  the  Seed  Grant  re-­
quirements  but  made  the  project  much  more  engaging  
and  exciting.  So  when  the  opportunity  came  up  to  men-­
tor   a   project   from   the   Hanover   Parish   Development  

Committee  in  Jamaica  I  quickly  got  on  board.  During  
the  application  process  I  met  with  the  project  coordina-­
tor  (online  and  with   telephone)  and  discussed  how  to  
make  this  experience  work  for  both  Lisle  and  the  wom-­
en  involved  with  the  project.  During  the  conversations  
I  was  able  to  learn  so  much  about  the  state  of  women  in  
Jamaica  that  I  decided  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  success-­
ful  November  ‘09  Lisle  trip  to  Jamaica.  I  will  also  use  
this  information  to  help  guide  future  trips  and  programs  
destined  for  the  island  nation.  

Having  seen  what  a  difference  Lisle  made  for  the  
project   in   India,  Board  Member   Smita   Patel  was   ea-­
ger  to  share  this  opportunity  with  other  organizations.  
A  friend  of  hers  is  on  the  board  of  an  organization  that  
builds   libraries   in   Burkina   Faso   and   holds   summer  
readings   camps   for   the   children   there   where  Ameri-­
can  college   students   serve  as   the  camp  counselors.   It  
seemed   so  perfect   for  Lisle—she   suggested   that   they  
apply  for  a  grant  and  they  were  selected  as  one  of  this  
year’s  grantees.  It’s  an  amazing  feeling  Smita  recalled,  
to  see  Lisle  make  an  impact  so  far  away  and  to  be  part  
of  that  effort.

Mentoring   a   small   committed   group   of   individ-­
uals   can   be   a   learning   and   rewarding   experience.  As  
Lislers  we  have  oceans  of  experience  to  aid  those  just  
entering   the  waters   of   cross-­cultural   education.   Lisle  
mentors  also  help  ensure  the  quality  of  the  projects  we  
support  by  providing  a  personal  connection  to  the  peo-­
ple  running  the  project  and  by  helping  them  understand  
the  Lisle  values  and  integrate  them  into  their  work.  If  
you  feel  you  don’t  have  time  to  actively  mentor  a  proj-­
ect,  but  know  of  work  that  would  benefit  from  a  seed  
grant,  contact  the  Lisle  office  and  we’ll  find  someone  
to  work  with  them.  Please  remember  to  share  your  ex-­
periences  and  sign  up  to  be  a  mentor  in  next  season’s  
Seed  Grant  cycle.  You  will  not  regret  it!       
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Akshita  and  Rahila  enjoy  themselves  in  a  kayak.

Lisle  Seed  Grants  Final  Reports
By  John  Kachuba

The  Lisle  Seed  Grants  continue  to  touch  the  lives  
of  people  all  around  the  world.  Here  are  the  final  
reports  from  our  current  Seed  Grant  recipients:

Expanding  Lives  (Niger)

“I  never  would  think  someone  who  doesn’t  know  
us  could  love  us  like  that.”  That’s  what  one  of  the  four  
young  Nigerien  women  visiting  the  U.S.  last  summer  
said  of  her  host  family.  The  women,  participants  in  the  
program  created  by  Expanding  Lives  and  MICA,  spent  
4   days   on   a   fun-­filled   retreat   in  Wisconsin,   followed  
by  5  weeks  of  living  with  American  host  families.  The  
program  identifies  young  women  with  leadership  abili-­
ties  in  Niger  who  are  then  brought  to  the  US  for  edu-­
cational,  cultural,  and  social  opportunities.  Some  of  the  
activities  shared  by  the  Nigerien  women  and  American  
young  people   included  playing  games,   learning  com-­
puter  skills,  engaging  in  peer  mediation  sessions,  and  
visiting  beaches,  museums,  and  the  zoo.  The  Nigeriens  
also  had  the  chance  to  develop  their  English  speaking  
skills.

This   year’s   host   families   were   better   prepared  
for   their   visitors   than   in   the   program’s   first   year   and  
the  initial  five-­day  retreat  was  a  terrific  success  and  it  
will  be   included  in  all   future  programs.  The  Nigerien  
women   learned  valuable   skills   that   they  can  apply   to  
their  lives  in  Niger  as  they  grow  into  their  roles  as  com-­
munity  leaders.

Strengthening  Social  Harmony

India.  Working  in  the  Indian  state  of  Gujarat,  this  
program   focuses   on   creating   social   harmony   among  
Muslims  and  non-­Muslims,   tribal  and  non-­tribal  peo-­
ple,  and  the  various  castes,  using  Gandhian  principles  
to  achieve  its  goals.  The  program  seeks  to  mediate  the  
social,  economic,  and  religious  differences  between  In-­
dian  mainstream  society  and  the  marginalized  society  
of  the  Gujarat  region  through  motivation  camps,  expo-­
sure  trips,  street  plays,  and  peace  marches.

In  2009,  fourteen  villages  and  thirty-­one  schools  
took  part   in   the  various  activities  offered  by   the  pro-­
gram.  Children  and  women,  especially  Muslim  wom-­
en,  were   key   beneficiaries   of   these   activities.   In   one  
such   activity,   thirty-­two  Muslim  women   and   twenty-­
one  non-­Muslim  women  from  middle  and  upper  castes  
participated   in   a   three-­month   sewing  class.  The  class  
encouraged  cross-­cultural  dialogue  and  also  provided  
poor  women  with  livelihood  opportunities.  On  October  
2  (Gandhi’s  birthday),  450  tribal  children  were  divided  
into   four  groups  and   took  part   in  peace  marches   that  
visited   forty   villages,  with   local   residents   joining   in.  
Program   organizers   credit   the   Lisle   Seed  Grant  with  
helping  them  establish  a  stronger  presence  among  their  
target  audiences  and  allowing  them  to  create  more  ef-­
fective  activities  to  foster  social  harmony.

Bridging  Cultures  for  a  Healthy  Community

U.S.  According  to  Bruce  Forman  from  the  Crane  
Culture  Theatre,   the   purpose   of   this   program  was   to  
“build  community  by  empowering  students  to  develop  
and  advance  their  values  of  respecting  and  protecting  
one  another  and  nature  by  increasing  their  cultural  and  
natural  community  awareness,  attitudes,  and  actions  in  
the  community.”

Four   schools   in   the  Sacramento,  California  area  
that  had  high  cultural  diversity  participated  in  the  proj-­
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The  cast  of  the  play  performed  at  four  schools  
sponsored  by  the  Crane  Culture  Theater.

ect.  The  play  “Lord  of  the  Cranes”  (an  ancient  Chinese  
folktale)  was  presented  in  each  school,  followed  by  dis-­
cussions  about  cultural  diversity.  Teacher-­led  activities  
involved  students  sharing  with  one  another   their  own  
cultural   values   and   customs   through   “show   and   tell”  
sessions   based   on   clothing,   food   items,   artifacts,   and  
art  pieces,  each  of  which  reflected  the  students’  cultural  
heritages.

A  field  trip  to  the  Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  and  
a   garden  project   at   one   school   that   focused   on   flow-­
ers  from  around  the  world,  emphasized  the  diversity  of  
nature  and  how  that  compared  to  the  students’  cultural  
diversity.  

The  Lisle  Seed  Grant  funds  were  used  primarily  
to  support  the  Crane  Culture  Theatre  performances,  a  
treat  for  students  who  are  not  often  exposed  to  live  the-­
atre  due  to  performance  enrichment  budget  cuts  in  their  
schools.

Volunthai

Thailand.   Volunthai   is   an   organization   that   re-­
cruits   Western   volunteers   to   teach   English   in   Thai  
schools.  The  organization  works  with  Thai  teachers  at  
the  host  schools   to  help  them  make  the  volunteer  ex-­
perience  a  full  and  rewarding  one  for  the  Western  vol-­
unteers.  

Lisle   Seed   Grant   funds   were   used   to   help   host  
a  conference   in  Thailand   for  Thai  host   teachers,  Vol-­
unthai   staff,   and  hosts.  Presentations  dealt  with  com-­
mon  Western/Thai   cultural  problems,  how   to  provide  

a   good   home-­stay   for   volunteers,   inexpensive   activi-­
ties  that  Thai  teachers  could  undertake  with  the  volun-­
teers,  what  to  do  on  the  volunteer’s  first  day  in  the  host  
school,  and  what  to  teach  volunteers  about  Thai  culture  
during  their  home  stays.  The  conference  stressed  inter-­
actions   between  Volunthai   staff,   volunteers,   and   host  
schools,  and  between  volunteers  and  their  hosts.

The  conference  was  a  success,  with  more  teach-­
ers  wanting  to  attend  than  the  organizers  had  initially  
planned.  The   lessons   learned  will   result   in  more   sat-­
isfying   volunteer   and   host   experiences.   Volunteers  
will  now  receive  detailed  information  about  their  host  
schools  well  in  advance  of  their  arrival  in  Thailand  and  
the  schools  now  have  a  better  idea  of  what  they  should  
provide  to  volunteers   to  make  their   time  more  profit-­
able,  both  inside  and  outside  the  classroom.

Creating  a  Sahridaya

India.  Created  by  the  Aseema  Trust,  this  project  
presented  workshops  on  communication  skills  that  used  
elements  of   traditional  performing  arts  and  Gandhian  
educational   ideals   through   yarn   spinning   as   a   focus.  
The  project  conducted  a  series  of  workshops  for  teach-­
ers  in  various  rural  districts  in  India.  Their  goal  was  to  
eventually  reach  600  teachers  through  the  workshops,  
but  since  the  first  workshop  was  conducted  in  Novem-­
ber,  2008,  654  teachers  have  already  been  reached.

The  workshops  emphasized  using  the  elements  of  
performing  arts  as  teaching  tools,  especially  by  relay-­
ing  messages  through  body  language,  through  dialogue  
delivery  and  music,  through  the  use  of  costuming  and  
props,  and  by  the  teacher  being  totally  in  tune  with  the  
character   depicted.  Numerous   yarn   spinning   sessions  
were   also   conducted   for   students.  Nearly  83%  of   the  
students  who  participated  in  the  sessions  thought  they  
would  be  able  to  apply  what  they  learned  in  the  sessions  
to  other  aspects  of  their  lives.  V.R.  Devika  from  the  As-­
eema  Trust  writes:  “The  Aseema  Trust  is  very  happy  to  
have  made  this  initiative  for  the  teachers’  workshops.  
More  and  more  institutions  are  asking  for  these  work-­
shops.  We  will  do  as  many  workshops  as  possible  with  
the  funding  we  have  .  .  .”  
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South  Asia  Peace  Alliance
By  Rita  Roy

Fourteen   voluntary   organizations   and   people’s  
movements   dedicated   to   peaceful   co-­existence  
joined   in   consultation   and   action   in   response  

to  prevailing  tensions  and  rising  violence  in  the  South  
Asian  region  beginning  with  a  workshop  “Peace  Is  The  
Way:  Conflict  Transformation  in  South  Asia”  in  2003.    
Representatives   traveled   to   the   workshop   from   Af-­
ghanistan,  Bangladesh,  India,  Nepal,  Pakistan  and  Sri  
Lanka.

The  South  Asia  Peace  Alliance  (SAPA)  was  for-­
mally  launched  with  help  from  the  Institute  for  Human  
Rights  &  Communication  in  Nepal  in  2006,  with  a  goal  
of  promoting  sustainable  peace  through  the  philosophy  
and   practice   of   ahimsa   (non-­violence)   in   addressing  
structural  and  other  forms  of  violence  that  affect  a  large  
number  of  marginalized  people  across  the  region.

The  partner   organizations   of  SAPA   include:  Af-­
ghan   Friendship   &   Cooperation   Organization,   Gono  
Unnayan   Prochesta   (people’s   development   efforts   in  
Bangaladesh,  Institute  for  Human  Rights  Communica-­
tion  of  Nepal,  Peace  &  Community  Action  in  Sri  Lan-­
ka,   Ekta   Parishad,   and   the  Gandhi   Peace   Foundation  
of  India  with  the  Quaker  Peace  &  Social  Witness  from  
Britain  providing  support.

The   themes   of   SAPA   include   Peace   Building  
through  five  key  methods.  1)  Peace  education;;  2)  Non-­
violence  training;;  3)    Regional  identity  and  freer  move-­
ment  of  people;;  4)  Media  mobilization;;  and  5)  Broad-­
ening   the   alliance   by   developing   linkages  with   other  
international  and  regional  networks.  

These  are  small  steps,  which  we  hope  will  lead  to  
larger  goals!

For   more   information:   visit   SAPA’s   website:  
<www.southasiapeacealliance.org>

Ed.  Note:   Rita  Roy   has   been   involved  with   The  
Ghandi  Peace  Foundation  much  of  her  adult  life.  Mar-­
ty  Tillman  linked  up  with  Rita  during  the  Lisle’s  early  
India  programs.  Her  life  has  been  dedicated  to  support-­
ing  and  disseminating  the  teachings  of  Ghandi.  

Leyla  Welkin  with  her  Co-­therapists,  
Professor  Dr.  Selcuk  Candansayar  &  

Assist.  Dr.  Aslihan  Sayin.

Over  The  Rainbow:  In  Ankara!
By  Leyla  Welkin

Leyla  Welkin,  past  Lisle  Board  &  leader,  is  cur-­
rently  in  Ankara,  Turkey,  working  with  wom-­
en’s  issues.  Read  blog  excerpts  below.
“I   have   finally   come   over   the   rainbow.   I   am  

in   a   place   where   bluebirds   fly   and  where   some   of  
my  dreams  are  beginning   to  come  true…The  seven  
participants  of  our  first  survivors  group  all  spoke  in  
glowing   terms   about   how   the   group   had   improved  
their  lives  and  feelings  about  themselves.  My  Turk-­
ish  co-­therapists  are  also  very  enthusiastic  as  well.

“I   have   been   granted   permission   to   work   in  
Turkey…I   can   proceed   to   earn  money   and   support  
myself  without  fear  of  running  afoul  of  the  authori-­
ties.  My  work  with   survivors  of   sexual   trauma  and  
the  development  of   treatment  options   for   them,  has  
taken  on  the  quality  of  a  mission.

“We  genuinely  help  these  women…Their  lives  
expand,  they  gain  strength,  and  they  do  not  need  to  
live  ashamed  and  in  constant  fear  and  pain…The  en-­
ergy,  strength,  creativity  that  these  women  [now  can]  
offer  their  families  and  society,  makes  all  the  difficul-­
ties   of   doing   this  work   completely  worthwhile.   In-­
shallah,  I  will  find  the  support  to  serve  more  women.”

To  read  more,  check  out  her  blog  at  <http://cul-­
ture.blogs.com/gender_understudy>.

Lisle   is  working  on  a   trip   to  be   led  by  Leyla:  
Women  and  Spirituality  in  Turkey,  Sept.  7-­20,  2010.  
If   interested,   contact   Barb   Bratton   at   <dragnfly@
io.com>.  
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Dianne   Brause   is   doing   a   phenomenal   job   of  
outreach   to   all   Lislers   and   Friends.   The   fol-­
lowing   Lisle   Friends’   News   comes   from   a  

combination  of   interactions  by  phone,  donation   letter  
feedback  and  other  communications  that  she  has  made  
in  the  last  six  months.  Thanks  Dianne!  You  help  keep  
us  all  in  touch!

Wally   Allen   (Denmark   ’54)   sends   these   greetings:  
“Good  Luck  and  Best  Wishes  to  All.  Keep  up  your  
good  work.”

June   Holtzendorff  Ammirati   (CA   ’50)   says:   “Still  
grateful   for  Lisle  experiences.  Sorry   to  be   so   little  
involved  these  days.”

Grey  &  Barbara  Austin   (CO   Leader   ’48,   ’49,   ’51,  
’54,  MI  ’50)  report:  “Grey  published  ‘Wholly  Spirit:  
Searching  for  a  Plausible  God’.”

Andrea   Binkley   recalls   her   times   in   Lisle   Units   in  
“Mexico,  Denver,  CO,  Washington,  DC  and  Berke-­
ley,   CA–all   as   a   child   with   parents,   Evelyn   and  
Howard  Binkley.”

Gordon  &  Larue  Benesh  (Germany  ’55,  DC  ’65)  live  
in  Colorado  and  enjoy  receiving  Interaction.

Elizabeth  Broughall   (Denmark   ’52,  CO  ’50)   reports  
having  “good  times”  in  her  Lisle  units.  She  remains  
in   touch   with  Mary  Anne   (McGill)   Hirsch   (CO  
’49,  ’50,  Denmark  ’52)  who  currently  lives  in  Sac-­
ramento.

  Judy  (Brotman)  Cochran  (CO  ’58)  tells  us:  “I  have  
never   forgotten  my   extraordinary  Lisle   experience  
of   1958   in  Colorado.   I   often  wonder   if   any  of   the  
participants—we   were   all   in   college   then—have  
kept  in  touch.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  kept  up.  I  live  in  
the  Washington  DC  area.  I’m  semi-­retired,  still  have  
a  small  psychiatry  practice  and  enjoy  working  part  
time  in  the  Counseling  Department  of  a  nearby  com-­
munity  college.  This  leaves  me  and  my  husband  the  
flexibility  and  time  to  travel.  We  are  active  members  
of  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  combining  a  lot  
of   conservation   activities  with  hiking,   kayaking  &  
cycling.”   Contact   Judy   at:   <judyclayton@verizon.
net>.  

William  Edward  Cole  (NY  ’47,  CO  ’48)  reports  “good  
memories  of  Lisle…at  the  time  it  was  a  wonderful  
experience…got  a  lot  out  of  it.”  He  went  to  the  USC  
in  the  School  of  Social  Work  and  he  worked  in  health  

and  welfare  organizations.  He  retired  in  January  of  
1990  and  is  now  84.  He  was  married  for  50  years,  
but  wife,   Juanita  passed  on   in  2005.  She  was   also  
a   social  worker   at  USC.  Together   they   raised   two  
sons  and  six  grandchildren.  She  was  involved  with  
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers,  AAUW  
(was  State  President  for  two  years).  William  is  still  
involved   in  many  activities   including   singing  with  
the  church  choir.

Carolyn   (Black)   Dougall   (DC   ’62   &   ’64)   reports:  
We’ve  lived  in  Knoxville,  TN  since  1982  with  two  
children   and   two   grandchildren,   3   &   5   years   old.  
Active  in  TN  for  Fair  Taxation  (TFFT),  Unitarian  /
Presbyterian   churches,  UT  Medical  Center  Chemo  
volunteer,   Reader   for   Recordings   for   the   Blind  
(RFB&D),   play   with   Recorder   group   at   nursing  
homes  &  elementary  schools.

Amanda  (Dotson)  Douglass  (India  ’85  &  Lisle  Board)  
reports  that  she  will  complete  her  MA  in  Education  
this   Spring.   She   is   currently   teaching   4th   grade   at  
Trinity  Episcopal  School.  Next  year  she  will   teach  
2nd  grade.  Her  sons  are  currently  12  and  15.

Richard  Paul  Doerr  (Columbia  ’64)  says  that:  “he  gets  
Interaction  and  enjoys  it…Lisle  was  the  best  thing  
that  happened  to  him.”  He  is  a  teacher  in  Colorado.

Susan  Egnew   (Denmark   ’67)   reports  being   in   corre-­
spondence  with  Julia  Forbes   from  her  Lisle  Den-­
mark  unit.   She   attended   the  Lisle  Annual  Meeting  
in  New  Orleans.  Currently  she  is  having  health  chal-­
lenges,  but  hopes  to  get  involved  again  in  the  future.

Marna  Feldt   (CO   ’56,   Jamaica   ’57,   India   ’90,  Lisle  
Board  &   Secretary   ’56-­58)   says:   “Best  Wishes   to  
Lisler   friends   of   the   50-­60’s!   Retirement,   which   I  
count  as  my  5th  career  (student,  teacher,  Lisle,  mu-­
seums,  information  liaison  between  Sweden  and  the  
US  were  the  first  five)  has  been  very  rewarding,  es-­
pecially  keeping  in  touch  with  friends  from  the  first  
five  careers.  Connect  with  Marna  at:  <marnafeldt@
gmail.com>  .

Louis   G.   Ferrand   (Jamaica   ’62)   “I   am   now   semi-­
retired  since   leaving  the  Organization  of  American  
States  as  Legal  Advisor  to  the  Secretary  General  and  
Director  of   the  Department  of  Legal  Services.  My  
wife,  Mary   and   I   have   three   grown   adult   children  
and  three  grandsons.”
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Ruth   Ingeberg  Fuss   (CA   ’54,  Ger   ’55  &   ’65,   40-­yr  
reunion   in  Vienna   ‘94)   reports:   “I   still   work   with  
the  Ecumenical  mid-­week  worship  committee  at  the  
retirement  home  where  I   live.  We  choose  speakers  
<from  a  variety   faiths  and  cultures.>   I   continue   to  
translate  for  Rev.  Dr.  Joerg  Mueller’s  Christian-­ori-­
ented  psychotherapy  books  from  German  to  English  
(not  published  yet).  Ruth  had  dinner  with  a  friend  in  
Detroit   to  which   she   invited   a  Lisle  member   from  
way   back,   Sophia   ‘Holly’   Ellis,   (Ger   ’55   &   ’57,  
USSR  ’56.  Holly  is  now  retired  from  teaching  H.S.  
German   and   leading   a   student   exchange   program.  
Now   she   takes   international   visitors   to   Detroit   on  
personal  tours  through  the  city.  

        Ed  Note:  Ruth  sent  us  an  article  entitled:  “What  They  
Taught  Us:  How  Maryknoll  Missioners  Were  Evan-­
gelized   by   the   Poor”   (edited   by   Joseph  A.   Heim,  
M.M.)   Of   this   article,   she   comments:   “Reminded  
me  of  Lisle–how  Aunt  Edna  and  Uncle  Si  learned  so  
much  from  their  mission  people  of  Burma  that  they  
started   Lisle,   to   continue   the   process   of   receiving  
and   giving   between   cultures.”   Ruth   also  wrote   an  
article:  “Benches  add  to  life  in  Venice”  which  was  
published  in  the  Herald-­Tribune  on  Sunday,  Nov.  22,  
2009.  She  supports  the  rights  of  homeless  people  to  
use  public  benches  like  all  other  people.

Myrtle  Gillen   (CO   ’50)   tells   us:   “After   50   years   of  
teaching  in  Ohio,  Florida,  and  West  Virginia,  I’ve  re-­
tired  in  Southern  WV.  I  had  Fulbright  awards  to  In-­
dia  (1983),  England  (1983-­84)  and  Pakistan  (1988).”

Joyce  Hardin  (Bali  ’92,  CO  ’46,  NY  ’47,  Family  Camp  
’56   &   ‘61,   Elderhostel   ’90   &   ’91,   OK   ’93,   Lisle  
Board)  reports  that  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  
Fred  Hardin,  following  a  very  long  and  debilitating  
illness,  she  is  able  now  to  get  out  more  frequently.  
She   is  currently   taking  a  course   in  Spirituality  and  
will  try  to  attend  the  Lisle  Meeting  in  Chicago  this  
Spring.

Barbara  Holder  (Leader  Training  ’98,  Lisle  Board  &  
President)  reports  about  the  Holder  family:  Darwin,  
Sr.  passed  away  in  Dec.  2009;;  son,  Darwin,  Jr.  and  
wife   Katrina   (Lisle   Board),   now   have   their   own  
law  firm.  Since  the  children  have  left  the  house,  they  
now  are  hosts  to  two  AFS  students,  one  from  Ger-­
many  and  one  from  Japan.  

Their  son,  Edward  Holder  (Pac  NW  ’01)  is  now  liv-­

ing  in  NYC  and  loving  his  work  as  a  photographer’s  
helper   in   fashion   design.   Granddaughter,   Lelani  
Holder  (OK  ’95)  lives  in  Lubbock,  TX  and  works  at  
the  American  State  Bank  and  will  be  getting  married  
in  July.  Granddaughter,  Sophia  is  currently  serving  
as  an  AFS  student  in  France.  

Betsy  (Mary  E.)  Kirk  (CA  ’47)  comments:  “I  coordi-­
nate  my  church’s  involvement  with  a  local  overnight  
shelter  and  volunteer  overnights  quarterly.  I  volun-­
teer  Wednesday  nights  mentoring  with  an  inmate  at  
our  Women’s  State  Prison.   I’ve  been  on  6  mission  
trips  to  the  Dominican  Republic,  Guananito  and  Sa-­
bana  Prietra.  

Lolisa  Moores  Franklin  Leander   (CO   ’54,   ’55)   re-­
flects:   “I   remember   lots   of   things,   very   enlighten-­
ing–small  town,  Southern  Baptist,  very  broadening  
experience…three   African   Americans…   the   first  
time   for   me   with   on   equal   footing   with   African  
Americans   and   Jews.   The   2nd   year   I   was   on   staff  
as  dietitian  and  cook;;  we  went  into  Denver  several  
times  per  week,  learned  to  live  poor–on  17  cents  per  
meal.  I  am  now  working  part-­time  with  the  County  
Commission;;   and   volunteering   as   a   big   sister–or  
more  like  a  grandmother.”

Elinor  (Kirby)  Lewallen  (Friend)  knew  Uncle  Si  and  
Aunt  Edna  and  “at  90  can’t  give  anymore,  but  is  glad  
we’ve  found  a  new  direction”.

Walt  &  Betty  Ligon  (Walt:  NY  ’48,  MI  ’50,  CO  ’51,  
’57,  DC  ’54,  CA  ’58.  Both:  SD  ’86,  Bali  ’88,  HI  ’95,  
Leader  Training  ’98,  Lisle  Board  ‘98,  Board  Emeri-­
tus  ’01,  Holland  ’03)  report:  “Betty  &  I  are  active  in  
the  local  Methodist  Church,  the  OPEN  Peace  Edu-­
cation  Network,  and  the  Mason  County  Democratic  
Organization.  We   keep   our   doctors   busy   and   they  

Walt  &  Betty  Ligon  in  Texas  on  Barb  Bratton’s  
front  porch  during  the  ‘09  Annual  Meeting.
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keep  us  going.  We  are  encouraged  to  see  a  new  gen-­
eration  of  Lislers  taking  hold.”  

Nancy   Lincoln   (India   ’85)   from  Ann  Arbor,  MI   re-­
flects:  “I  LOVED  my  Lisle  experience,  but  it  was  24  
years  ago….Thank  you  for  your  wonderful  work.  It  
made  an  enormous  difference  in  my  life.”  

Rev.   Clifford   Jordan  Mann   (NY   ’40)   of   Kerrville,  
TX  announces  that  he  has  at  last  “retired”.  Congrat-­
ulations  Jordan!  

Muriel  (Hibbard)  McClure  (CO  ’48  &  CA  ’48)  “Re-­
membering  Summer  ’48…on  top  of  the  mountain…
And,  year-­round  Lisle  ’48-­’49…Host  food  at  which  
time  I  met  Richard!  (McCure)  (CT  ’48-­’49)…Ah!  
What  memories.  

Pat  Neason  (India  ’02)  wrote  to  remind  us  that:  “Sha-­
rada  Nayak  is  the  GREATEST!”

Mary   Newman   (Costa   Rica   ’97,   Leader   Training  
’98,  Board  Member)   and  John  Kachuba   (Leader-­
ship  Training  ’98,  Costa  Rica  ’99  &  ’01  as  Leader)  
report:  “Mary,  a  Captain   in   the  U.S.  Public  Health  
Service  (Inactive  Reserve)  completed  a  four-­month  
deployment  from  June  –  September  2009  in  the  U.S.  
Surgeon   General’s   Office   in   Rockville,   MD.   She  
was   involved   in  planning  and   implementing  disas-­
ter  preparedness  courses  for  USPHS  officers.  She  is  
hoping   to  be  deployed   in  Spring,  2010   to   the  hos-­
pital   ship,  USS  Mercy   for   a   short   time   in  Vietnam  
and  Cambodia  as  a  part  of  President  Obama’s  Glob-­
al  Health  Initiative.”  Coincidentally,  both  John  and  
Mary  will   spend   the  month  of  March   in  Southeast  
Asia,   visiting   Singapore,  Vietnam  where   their   son  
Matt  and  his  wife  Loan  will  celebrate  a   traditional  
Vietnamese  wedding,  and  to  Cambodia.

Mollie  Stevenson  Neely  (DC  ’67)  remembers  her  Lisle  
unit  as  “a  very  rewarding  experience  to  participate  
in.”  She   reports   that   she   is   the   “President/Founder  
of  the  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame!”  Her  sister  is  Barbara  
Marshall  (CO  ’51,  ’52  &  ’53).

Niels  Neilsen,  Jr.  (Japan  ’56)  of  Houston  was  happy  to  
hear  from  us.  He  has  taught  a  Rice  University  in  Re-­
ligious  Studies  and  remains  in  relatively  good  health  
at  88.

Rev.  Wayne  C.  Odom   (Denmark   ’54,   Japan   ’96)  &  
Carolyn  Odom  (Japan  ’96)  of  Colorado  especially  
enjoyed  the  Lisle  unit  they  co-­lead  in  Japan.

William  Pilkenton   (CA   ’53)   reports   that   he   and   his  
wife   enjoyed   a   long-­distance   back-­packing   trip   in  
Colorado   in   1977-­78.   He   retired   from   teaching   at  
Mesa   State  College   in   2003   at   63.  Now,   he   is   in-­
terested  in  religion,  economics,  and  politics  and  he  
enjoys  getting  ideas  from  book  titles  in  Interaction.

Dawn  Saari  Russell  (CO  ’45)  says:  “It’s  been  a  lot  of  
years  since  my  life-­changing  experiences  in  Lisle  in  
Colorado  in  the  40’s,  but  now  I  continue  to  respond  
instinctively  to  situations  of  prejudice  and  misunder-­
standing.  Keep  up  the  good  works!”

Jane   Carol   Scory-­Covell   (Denmark   ’56)   writes:   “I  
have   a   home   in   Coventry,   Connecticut   and   have  
been   employed   as   a   speech/language   pathologist  
since  1957.  I  keep  in  touch  regularly  with  my  col-­
lege  room-­mate,  Robin  (formerly  Roberta  Reardon  
Briggs,  wife  of  Dr.  Winton  Briggs;;  Tufts  ’56)  who  
attended  Lisle  in  Denmark  in  1955  as  I  did  in  1956.”

Rev.  David  Arthur  Shaw  (CO  ’48)  wants  us  to  know  
that  he  and  his  wife  are  celebrating  their  60th  Wed-­
ding  Anniversary  with  a  North  Atlantic  cruise   that  
includes   stops   in   England,   Norway,   Shetland   and  
Iceland.  Congratulations!

Hazel   (Hutton)   Soper   (CO   ’41,  NY   ’47  &   ’48)   en-­
joys   reading   and   re-­reading   old   Interactions.   She  
remembers  taking  the  train  from  St.  Louis  to  NYC  
for  her  Lisle  experience.  Her  husband  traveled  and  
later  was  a  care-­giver.  Her  son  is  a  missionary  work-­
ing  with  the  deaf  in  Bogata,  Colombia.  His  wife  is  
a  Colombiana  and  she  lived  with  Hazel  while  learn-­
ing  English  and  getting  her  MA  in  Kansas  City.  On  
her   birthday,   they   had   a   “virtual   UN-­experience.”  
Now  at  88,  Hazel  is  active  in  her  church  and  is  fairly  
healthy.  She  does  Wycliff  Bible  translations  and  vid-­

John  Kachuba    &  Mary  Newman
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eo  versions  of  Bible  stories  for  the  deaf.  Hazel  still  
lives  on  her  own  in  a  suburb  of  Kansas  City.  She  is  
inviting  Lislers   to   contact   her   and  visit,   if   coming  
to   the  area.  Her  address   is:  10902  W.  101  Terrace,  
Overland  Park,  KS  66214.  Call  first:  (913)  888-­8013  
or  Email:  <hazel@sopershosta.com>.

Kathy   Silvia   (Friend)   writes:   “When   I   read   the   3rd  
sentence  of  your  December  1,  2009  letter,  I  had  to  
write…you  see  my  Mother–Evelyn  Gates  (daughter  
of  Helen  Baldwin  Gates)  passed  away  in  2006;;  she  
was  born  in  Burma  in  1920  as  her  parents  were  mis-­
sionaries  there.  She  spent  some  of  the  first  years  of  
her   life   in  Rangoon,  Burma   and   then  was   shipped  
home   to   a   home   for  missionary   children.  Her  par-­
ents  gave  up  much,  but  in  the  end,  my  Mother  gave  
up  a  lot.  Growing  up  without  parents,  and  only  her  
Grandparents–Gramma  and  Grampa  Baldwin  in  the  
US.  (Kathy’s  adult  children  are  both  pursuing  higher  
education   degrees   and   have   traveled   far   from   the  
U.S.  shorelines.)  Bless  you  in  all  you  do…Mark  and  
Bill  Kinney  are  related  to  our  family…”

Mary  B.  Vezie  (CA  ’53,  Ger  ’54)  says:  “I  continue  my  
art  work–my  painting  (of  ocean  at  dawn)  won  first  
place  in  large  exhibit.  Also  grow  veggies  on  deck  of  
my  condo.  Bettina  Zander  (daughter  of  Helga  Fiera-­
bend  Zander)  came  for  a  wonderful  visit   last  sum-­
mer.

Doug  Wallace   (Den  ’56)  reports:  “I  continue  leading  
environmental   and   community   projects   in  Minne-­
sota.  One   of   these   is   organizing   (for   12   years)   an  
ongoing   effort   to   preserve   a   roadless   forest   (U.S.)  
on   the   border   of   the  Boundary  Water   Canoe  Area  
Wilderness  (BWCAW)  in  N.E.  Minnesota.  My  Lisle  
experience  (Denmark  1956)  has  left  a  lasting  impact  
on  my  work  and  life.”

J.  Graydon  Wilson   (Friend)  of  Fremont,  NE   report-­
edly   had   a   stroke   in   June   of   2009.  He   now   needs  
full-­time  care.  

In  Memoriams

Since  our  last  Interaction,  we  have  learned  of  the  
deaths  of  a  number  of  beloved  Lislers  who  have  
contributed  a  great  deal  over  the  years,  from  1943  

to  the  present.  If  you  want  to  add  details  or  memories  
or  photos  for  the  next  edition,  please  send  them  to  us.

Joseph  G.  Ault  (CO  ’51,  CT  ’51  &  ’52,  Elderhostel  ’90)  
most  recently  of  Virginia,  MN,  passed  away  Septem-­
ber  19,  2009.  He  was  84.  Joe  is  survived  by  his  wife  
Jacqueline,  a  son  and  daughter,  and  several  grandchil-­
dren  and  other   relatives.  Walt  Ligon   reflects:   “Many  
people  will  have  important  memories  of  Joe  from  his  
participation  in  Lisle,  what  he  did  as  a  social  worker  
in  Cleveland,  OH,  Newton,   IA,   and  Virginia,  MN.   I  
recall  one  of  our  last  meetings  on  Lookout  Mountain,  
CO   in   1954  when   Lislers  were   contributing   sayings  
that  had  meant  a  lot  to  them.  Joe’s,  which  he  attributed  
to  William  James,  began  with:“I  am  done  with  great  
things  and  big  things,  great  organizations  and  big  suc-­
cesses…”

Lucy  (Perry)  Buchanan  (NY  ’47,  CT  ’48  -­’49,  CA  ’56,  
Jamaica   ’57  and   ’62)  passed  away  on  December  12,  
2009.  Lucy  met  her  husband  Franklin,  in  the  late  ’40s  
at  the  year-­round  Lisle  unit  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  
They   later   led  a  Lisle  unit   in   Jamaica.  Franklin  died  
a   few   years   ago   of   Parkinson’s   disease.   Lucy   had   a  
stroke   about   ten   years   ago   that   limited   her  mobility  
and  her  speech.  Nevertheless  she  scooted  around  First  
Community  Village  in  her  electric  wheelchair.  She  re-­
tained  her  delight  with  nature,  music,  and  her  friends  
and  family.  She  is  survived  by  daughter  Lucia  Buchan-­
an  Pierce,  and  son  Christopher.

Mogens   Jensen   (Family   Camp   ’56,   CA   ’57,  Germany  
Leader  ’59  &  ’62)  of  Grand  Blanc,  MI,  age  85,  died  
Sunday,  September  20,  2009  at  Genesy’s  Hospice  Care  
Center   in  Goodrich.  Mogens  was  born  on  March  25,  
1924   in  Denmark.  He  earned  a  BA  &  MA  at  Michi-­
gan   State  University.   He   then   served   as   a  Guidance  
Counselor   at   Grand  Blanc  High   School.   In   1966   he  
became  the  first  Registrar  at  the  UMich-­Flint  and  was  
employed   until   his   retirement   in   1987.  Mogens  was  
honored  by  the  Flint  Jewish  Federation  for  his  heroic  
actions  during  World  War  II  for  rescuing  Danish  Jews.  
Surviving  are  his  wife  Jean,  son  Kurt  and  wife  Anna  
Jensen,  and  granddaughter  Sarah.  

Honorable  Memoriams
Robert  R.  Bunch  (CT  ’49)  (Passed  in  2009)  
Evelyn  Moriarty  (Friend)    (Passed  in  2006)

Rev.  Clifford  Zirkel  (CO  ’43)    (Passed  in  2009)
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Alfred  Darwin  Holder  was  born  on  December  
2,  1933,  on  a   farm  south  of  Lamesa,  Texas.  
He   attended   Lubbock   schools,   graduating  

from  Lubbock  High  School   in  1952.  He  married  his  
friend  and  sweetheart  for   life,  Barbara  Ohnemus,  on  
November  23,  1954.  After  a  time  in  the  army,  he  re-­
turned  to  Lubbock,  getting  his  Industrial  Engineering  
degree  in  1965.  

Darwin  went  to  work  as  a  civilian  engineer  for  
the  U.  S.  Army  in  their  industrial  operations.  His  jobs  
took  him  and  his  family  from  Texas  to  Okinawa,  Ja-­
pan;;  Corpus  Christi,  TX,  to  Washington,  DC;;  Mainz,  
Germany,   to   his   final   job   before   retirement   at   Red  
River  Army  Depot  in  Texarkana,  TX.  In  his  final  two  
assignments  he  was  in  top  management.  

He  has  been  a  member  of  many  different  organzations,  but  his  proudest  career  moment  was  when  he  was  
nominated  to  the  Texas  Tech  Industrial  Engineering  Academy,  where  he  served  a  term  as  president  of  the  academy.  
Darwin’s  smiling  face  and  warm  personality  have  made  him  friends  all  over  the  world.  But  he  is  proudest  of  his  
three  children  and  three  grandchildren  and  one  great  granddaughter.

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Barbara,  his  children  and  their  spouses,  Alfred  Darwin  Holder,  Jr.,  and  Katrina  
Kamantauskas-­Holder  of  Towson,  MD,  Barbara  Holder  and  David  Hicks  of  Lubbock,  TX,  and  Charles  and  Deirdre  
Holder  of  Brentwood,  MD,  grandchildren  and  great-­grandchildren.  

Darwin’s  Memorial  Service  was  held  on  February  20,  2010  in  Lubbock  TX.  The  family  invites  donations  to  
made  in  his  honor  to  Lisle,  Inc.

Darwin  has  never  known  a  stranger,  nor  a  child  that  he  did  not  love.  His    legacy  will  be  with  us  for  a  long  
time  to  come.  

In Memoriam

Darwin  and  Barbara  at  a  Lisle  meeting  in  2005.

Barbara  Holder  reflects:
Darwin   got   involved   with   Lisle   when   we  

became   friends   with   Uncle   Si.   Uncle   Si   and   his  
philosophy   spoke   to   what   Darwin   felt   was   the  
important   thing   in   having   a   world   that   cooper-­
ated.   Darwin   tried   to   pass   this   philosophy   on  
to   others,   and   Lisle   and   Uncle   Si   gave   him   the  
foundation  he  needed.  He  then  worked  to  try  to  see  
that  our  children  and  grandchildren  had  this  foun-­
dation   to  work   toward   their  own   idea  of  a  world  
of  peace.  Although  Darwin  had  worked  and  read  
for  some  time  on  the  ideas  of  a  “win-­win”  way  of  
living,  this  organization  worked  to  develop  a  win-­
win  way  of  life  that  worked.  The  idea  that  we  were  
not  wrong,  but  different,  and  that  difference  was  a  
wonderful  way  to  live  in  a  fascinating  way,  was  so  
important  to  him.

Dianne  Brause  reflects:
I  remember  Darwin  from  the  many  years  he  

came  to  Lisle  meetings.  He  was  always  ready  to  do  
taxi  service  to  the  local  airports,  make  xerox  cop-­
ies,  provide  snacks  and  lunches.  Later,  I  learned  he  
would  take  his  grandchildren  (one  at  a  time)  on  a  
the  Lisle  unit.  On  these  occasions,  they  bonded  in  a  
special  way  while  learning  about  a  new  region  and  
culture.   I  was   especially  privileged   to  have  Dar-­
win,  his  grandson  and  niece  with  us  on  the  Pacific  
NW  program  which  met  initially  in  Oregon.  Dar-­
win  was  a  “champ”  in  his  ability  to  sit  down  with  
the  youth  and   talk   through  some  of   the  problems  
they  were  having.  Darwin   stayed   connected  with  
some  of  the  young  people  for  months  and  years  af-­
ter  the  program.  I  will  definitely  miss  Darwin  at  fu-­
ture  meetings  and  appreciate  the  gift  he  was  to  me.  
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Frederick   W.   Har-­
din,  P.E.  was  born  
November   28,  

1921   and   died   May   5,  
2009.  

Fred  was   a   pilot   in  
WWII.  After   his   tour   of  
duty,  he  enrolled  at  Ohio  
State   University   where  
he   received   his   degree  
in   Engineering   in   1949.  
Fred  met  his  future  wife,  
Mary   Joyce   Walker   at  
OSU.  They  were  married  
January  31,  1948.  

The  first  Lisle  unit  Fred  attended  was  in  the  Sum-­
mer  of  1947  in  NY.  Frank  Buchanan  and  his  future  wife  
Lucy  Perry  also  attended  that  summer  unit.  He  attend-­
ed  Family  Camp    in  ’56’&  ‘61.  Once  their  family  had  
grown,  Fred  attended  the  Oklahoma  unit  in  ’93.  They  
both  attended  the  Toledo  University  Lisle  Elderhostel  
(’90  &  ’93)  and  finally,  Bali,  Indonesia  in  1992.  Fred  
also  served  on  the  Lisle  Board.  

Joyce  writes,  “In  his  later  years,  Fred’s  mental  ca-­
pacity  was  diminishing  greatly  and  his   family   settled  
into   a   comfortable,   yet   challenging   journey   until   the  
end   of   his   life.  We   could   continue  with  many  words  
of  his  artistic  interests,  his  love  of  the  out-­of-­doors,  his  
love  of  the  sciences  but  will  allow  the  words  from  his  
eldest  living  son,  Thomas  D.  Hardin  from  Fred’s  me-­
morial  to  express  ourselves.”  

“Fred  taught  me  that  going  to  work  is  not  an  op-­
tional  activity.  He  supported  his   family   through  good  
economic   times  and  bad  by  going   to  work   every  day  
and  doing  the  best  job  he  could.  Fred  taught  me  how  to  
be  a  family  man.  He  taught  me  how  to  put  the  needs  of  
my  wife  and  children  ahead  of  my  own.  He  taught  me  
how  to  maintain  a  home  and  to  invest  in  my  children’s  
success.  He  taught  me  how  to  apply  great  strength  with  
great  care  and  gentleness.  

“Fred  Hardin  was  certainly  a  good  man.  He  put  
his  life  on  the  line  when  called  on  to  defend  his  country  
and  the  freedoms  that  we  enjoy  today.  He  was  honest  
and   loyal   and   determined.  He   raised   a   family,   loved  
his  wife,  his  children  and  his  grandchildren.  He  will  be  
missed…”  

Leslie  Brockelbank   (CA   ’43,  CO   ’55,   Jamaica  
’56)   died   of   cancer  Aug.   31,   2009   at   age   85.  
Leslie   dedicated   her   time,   energy,   and  money  

to   numerous   organizations   and   causes,   including   the  
McKenzie   River   Gathering   Foundation,   founded   in  
1976   by  Brockelbank   and   her   first   husband,   the   late  
Charles  Gray  (Jamaica  ’56,  CO  ’55)  who  died  in  July  
of  2006.  

Lislers   attended   the   last   Board  Meeting   held   at  
Lost  Valley   Educational   Center,   as   we  were   just   be-­
ginning   our   transition   from   an   organization   offering  
programs  to  one  that  began  to  grant  small  amounts  of  
funding   to   other   organizations   doing   projects   similar  
to  Lisle’s.  We  will  remember  Leslie  as  she  became  an  
“Elder”  to  us  by  mentoring  us  in  what  she  had  learned  
during  her  days  with  MRG.  Brockelbank  was  quoted  
saying,   “It’s   more   important   to   leave   my   children   a  
better  society  than  to  leave  them  a  trust  fund….  Leslie  
Brockelbank  had  a  way  of  being  totally  authentic  and  
continually  interested  in  life.”

Leslie’s  history  of  peace  activism  included  such  
things  as:  “giving  soup  to  conscientious  objectors  dur-­
ing  World  War  II;;  sending  food  boxes  to  Europe  after  
the  war;;  being  active   in   integration   in  1950s  Denver;;  
chairing   the   regional   Peace   Education   Committee   of  
the  American   Friends   Service   Committee;;   becoming  
involved   in  1968  Vietnam  protests;;  being  part  of  Eu-­
gene’s  Movement   for  a  New  Society   in   the  1970s….  
Leslie  gave  her   life   to   the  movement   for   justice  with  
peace….      She   always   did  what   she   considered   to   be  
right  and  fair….    Leslie  Brockelbank  is  a  local  hero  and  
a  global  hero.  Leslie  never  accepted  the  world  as  “good  
enough.”  She  was  always  striving  to  make  things  bet-­
ter:  to  bring  more  peace  to  the  world,  to  empower  com-­
munities  to  shape  their  future,  to  protect  human  rights,  
and   to   craft   a   sustainable   future.   She   provided  quiet,  
strong  support  and  invaluable  wisdom.”

(Quotes   and   paraphrases   from   “Leslie   Brockel-­
bank  Remembered:  Farewell  to  a  Duchess,”  the  front  
page   feature   story   in   The   Eugene  Weekly,   September  
10,   2009.   See   the   full   article   at:   http://www.eugene-­
weekly.com/2009/09/10/index.html)>.  

In Memoriam
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Support Lisle Ñ Change the World!
www.lisleinternational.org

1-800-477-1538
e-mail: lisle2@io.com

I want to become/stay a member of Lisle: 2010
Name: ______________________________________ Phone:  _____________________________________
Street: ______________________________________  City/State/Zip _______________________________
Email: ______________________________________  Country ____________________________________

I attended the following Lisle programs/events: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make a donation:  
Basic Donor  .....................................$35
Contributing Donor  .....................$75
Supporting Donor  ........................$200
Sustaining Donor  ..........................$500
 Benefactor  ......................................$1,000
Other...................................................$ ______

I would like to receive Providing a Lasting Memorial, a brochure about Wills & Bequests.  

I would like to receive Global Seed Fund Mentor information.

Notes about your life & community involvement for the bi-annual newsletter, Interaction
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Items for Sale 
Oral Histories from 70th Anniversary DVD  $10 ea. _______
Lisle History DVD  $15 ea. _______
70th Anniversary T-shirt -or- Bookbag $  5 ea.  _______
Current Lisle Directory  $20 ea. _______ 
Tiger by the Tail , the history of Lisle $25 ea.  _______ 
Aunt Edna-50 Years of Memories,  $  8 ea.  _______

         a memoir by Edna Baldwin 
 Total enclosed _________
 

Mail your check, made out to Lisle, to: 
900 County Road 269

Leander, TX 78641
___________________________________________________________________________________________
       
For o!ce use only:  DB ACK NAME DATE
 ____ ____ ___________________________ ___/____/___ 
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U.S.  Postage
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Permit  #  188
Albany,  OR  LISLE,  INCORPORATED

900  County  Road  269,  Leander,  TX  78641
Phone:  (800)  477-­1538,  or  (512)  259-­  7621
Website:  www.lisleinternational.org
Email:  lisle2@io.com

Change  Service  Requested

Upcoming Meetings

Spring Board Meeting May 1–3, 2010 Chicago, IL

Fall Annual Meeting Nov. 5-7, 2010 Phoenix, AZ

Spring Board Meeting May 6-8, 2011 Chicago, IL

Fall Annual Meeting Dates TBA Washington, DC


